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FOREWORO 

Public and private agencies, organizations, and 
individuals in the Coastal Bend Region rely on many 
sources of financial participation to plan and develop 
projects for citizens in the Region. A substantial 
portion of the financial participation is received 
through various State and Federal aid programs. 

The United States Congress, to assist in the planning 
and development of the many federally assisted projects, 
enacted three public laws which promote more effective 
coordination of planning and development activities. 
In response to a Presidential directive, the President's 
Office of Management and Budget (0MB) published 
implementing guidelines in 0MB Circular A-95, establishing 
the Project Notification and Review System. 

The 62nd Texas Legislature, to promote more effective 
coordination of Texas planning and development activities, 
amended Article lOllm V.A.C.S., the enabling legislation 
for Regional Planning Commissions in Texas, to extend 
the Project Notification and Review System to designated 
State-aided projects. 

The Project Notification and Review System (PNRS) 
established procedures that potential applicants follow 
in formulating and completing applications for State 
and Federal financial assistance. 

The Coastal Bend Regional Planning Corrrnission has been 
designated, by the Governor of Texas, as the regional 
planning agency charged with administering the PNRS in 
the Coastal Bend Region. 

The infonnation contained in this report is published to 
familiarize potential applicants with the Project 
Notification and Review System. 

Questions and/or comments may be directed to: 

Coastal Bend Regional Planning Commission 
International Airport 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78408 
5l2/884-39ll 

Potential applicants are encouraged to contact the 
Coastal Bend Regional ·Planning Commission concerning 
the general or specific applicability of the Project 
Notification and Review System to proposed local or 
regional projects. 

Charles T. Crow, Executive Director 
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A SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT NOTIFICATION ANO REVIEW SYSTEM 

1. Potential applicant contacts the funding agency or 
the Coastal Bend Regional Planning Corrmission to 
detennine appropriate assistance programs. 

2. Potential applicant obtains from the funding agency: 
application fonns, guidelines, special instructions, 
and a detennination of the need for an envirorlTlental 
assessment (envirorrnental impact) statement. 

3. Potential applicant provides the Coastal Bend 
Regional Planning Corrmission with a Project 
Notification (official and complete written 
notification of intent to apply for assistance). 

4. Potential applicant begins fonnulation of the 
appl i ca ti on 

5. Coastal Bend Regional Planning CoITJTiission staff 
responds to the Project Notification by: 

a. Detennining if the proposed project is primarily 
of local or regional significance; 

b. Detennining if the proposed project is covered 
under 0MB Circular A-95; 

c. Informing potentially affected or interested 
agencies, organizations, and individuals and 
requesting conments on the proposed project; and, 

d. Working with the applicant to resolve any 
conflicts which may arise. 
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6. Coastal Bend Regional Planning CoITTTiission staff 
advises the potential applicant to sutxnit the 
application, when complete, a minimum of fourteen 
days prior to the Application Review Corrmittee(s) 
meeting date. · 

7. Potential applicant prepares the application. 

8. Applicant submits the completed application to the 
Coastal Bend Regional Planning Commission fourteen 
days prior to the Application Review Committee(s) 
meeting date. 

9. Coastal Bend Regional Planning Conmission reviews 
the completed application: 

a. Commission staff directs application and staff 
comments to the appropriate Application Review 
Conm it tee( s) o 

b. Application Review Conmittee(s) comments on the 
application and reports its findings to the 
Conmission. 

c. Conmission acts on the application. 

10. Applicant submits the application, together with the 
Coastal Bend Regional Planning Corrrnission's corrrnents, 
to the State or Federal agency for funding 
consideration. 



PHASE I 
NOTIFICATION 
C 30 CAYS l 

PHASE II 
NOTIFICATION 
C 30 CAYS l 

THE PROJECT NOTIFICATION AND REVIEW SYSTEM 
[ILLUSTRATIVE PROCESS FOR REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS FOR FEOERAL ANO STATE ASSISTANCE] 

POTENTIAL APPLICANT CONTACTS THE 
FUNDING AGENCY OR THE COASTAL 
BEND REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
TO DETERMINE APPROPRIATE ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS. 

POTENTIAL APPLICANT OBTAINS FROM 
THE FUNDING AGENCY APPLICATION 
FORMS, GUIDELINES, SPECIAL INSTRUC
TIONS, AND DETERMINATION OF NEED 
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
STATEMENT. 

POTENTIAL APPLICANT PROVIDES 
CBRPC WITH OFFICIAL AND COM

-----------------tt: ... % 1'. PLETE WRITTEN NOTIFICATION OF 

PROJECT IS CLASSIFIED: 
- NOT OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE. 
- NOT UNDER A-95 REVIEW. 

INTENT TO APPLY FOR ASSISTANCE . 

POTENTIAL APPLICANT BEGINS 
FORMULATION OF APPLICATION . 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

APPLICANT IS ADVISED TO 
SUBMIT APPLICATION TO CBRPC . 

APPLICATION PREPARATION 

PERIOD 

APPLICANT SUBMITS COMPLETED 
APPLICATION TO COMMISSION. 

APPLICANT SUBMITS APPLICATION n TOGETHER WITH COMMISSION COMMENTS 
LJ TO FUNDING AGENCY FOR CONSIDERATION. 

0 

COASTAL BENO 
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

C BRPC STAFF RESPONDS: 
- STAFF DETERMINES IF PROJECT IS OF 

LOCAL OR REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
- STAFF DETERMINES PROJECT IS COVERED 

BY A-95 REVIEW PRCX: EDU RES. 
- STAFF INFORMS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 

OR INTERESTED AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, 
AND INDIVIDUALS, AND REQUESTS COMMENTS. 

- STAFF WORKS WITH APPLICANT TO RESOLVE 
ANY CONFLICTS WHICH MAY ARISE . 

COMMISSION REVIEW: 
- STAFF DIRECTS APPLICATION AND COMMENTS 

TO APPROPRIATE REVIEW COMMITTEE(S). 
- COMMITTEE(S) REVIEWS APPLICATION AND REPORTS 

FINDINGS TO COMMISSION. 
- COMMISSION ACTS ON APPLICATION. 



%. FEDERAL ANO STATE LEGISLATION: A SUMMARY 

A. 0MB CIRCULAR A-95 

The Office of Mar.a.ge-r.ent aY'.d Budget Cir~lar A-95 
establishes procedures for implementing: 

Title IV of the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act of 
l968 (Appendix C) which directs the President to 
"establish rules and regulations governing the 
formulation, evaluation, and review of Federal programs 
and projects having a significant impact on area and 
community development"; 

Section 204 of the De~onstration Cities and 
MetmpoZitan Development Act of Z966 {Appendix D) which 
requires that applications for Federal assistance for a 
wide variety of public facilities type projects in 
metropolitan areas be accompanied by the comments of an 
areawide comprehensive planning agency concerning the 
relationship of the proposed project to the planned 
development of the area; and, 

Section l02(2)(c) of the National Environmental Policy 
Act of l969 {Appendix E) which requires that Federal 
agencies prepare statements evaluating the impact of 
any actions they may take that significantly affect the 
environment. 

0MB Circular A-95 promulgates regulations which provide, 
in part, for: 

1. Encouraging the establishment of a network of 
state, regional and metropolitan planning and 
development clearinghouses which will aid in the 
coordination of Federal and federally assisted 
social, economic, and physical development 
projects and programs; 

2. Coordination of direct Federal development 
programs and projects with state, regional, and 
local planning and programs; 

3. Preparation and review of statements evaluating 
the impact of Federal and federally assisted 
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projects which significantly affect the 
environment; 

4. Provision of review and corrment by the governor 
on the relationship of federally funded state 
plans to comprehensive and other state plans and 
programs; 

5. Encouraging the development of organizations and 
procedural arrangements for coordinating 
comprehensive and functional planning activities 
in multi-jurisdictional areas; 

6. Review of selected proposed housing assistance and 
mortgage insurance programs of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development; and, 

7. Establishment of the Project Notification and Review 
System. 

B. TEXAS LEGISLATION 

The State legislature of Texas has responded to the 
President's Office of Management and Budget Circula:t' A-95 
by amending State of Texas Article 1011m V.A.C.S. 
(Appendix F), the enabling legislation for Regional 
Planning Commissions in Texas. Amendments to Article 
1011m which pertain to review and coITTnent procedures 
include: 

1. Requiring the governing body of each governmental 
unit within a State Planning Region to submit any 
application for State assistance to the Regional 
Planning Commission for revie11, and comment. 

2. Affording the Regional Planning Commission an 
opportunity to review and comment on submitted 
applications as to the consistency of the proposed 
project with regional plans and other considerations 
as may be specified in State or Federal regulations. 

r 



:re. THE P R O J ECT NOTIFICATION AND REVIEW SYSTEM: AN OVERVIEW 

The Project Notification and Review System (PNRS) 
implements the requi~ements of 0MB Circular A-95. 
Designed to foster efficiency and economy of Federal 
state, regional, and local planning and development 
programs and projects, the PNRS additionally creates 
opportunities for coordination and cooperation among 
the recipients and participants in state and federally 
aided activities. The PNRS is not in addition to, but 
complements, the process a potential applicant follows 
in formulating and complet ing an application for State 
or Federal assistance. 

A. PNRS: WHO PARTICIPATES? 

Participation in the Project Notification and Review 
System is required of any public or private agency 
organization 
assistance under: 

1. programs covered by otm Circular A-95; and, 

2. programs covered by Section 4 paragraphs 
(f) and (g) of State of Texas Article 1011m, 
V.A.C.S. as amended. 

Programs covered by 0.1.fB Circu Zar A-95 and Art i c 1 e 
1011m appear in Appendix A and B respectively. Final 
guidelines on the review and conment of State-aided 
programs are awaiting approval by the Governor. 
However, those prog rams presented in Appendix Bare 
intended for inclusion. 
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B. PNRS: TIMING OF REVIEWS 

l. The maximum time permitted the Coastal Bend 
Regional Planning Commission by 0MB Circular A-95 
to execute PNRS requirements is a total of 
60 days. 

a. The Re ional Planning Corrmission is allowed 
3 otential 
a on written 
1 t to fl to conduct 
the Project Notification process (Phase I). 

b. The Regional Planning Commission is allowed 
30 days from the date of the submission of 
the a licant's com leted a lication to 
conduct the Project Review process ase II). 

2. Potential applicants are encouraged to submit 
a Project Notification 60 da1-Js prior to the 
intended filing date of the application. 

3. Applicants who are required to participate in 
the Project Review process (Phase II) must sul:xnit 
a completed application no later than {ourteen 
days prior to the meeting date of the ppl1cation 
Review Committee(s). 



m THE PROJECT NOTIFICATION AND PROJECT REVIEW PROCESSES 

The Project Notification and Review System consists of 
two separate but inter-related processes: Project 
Notification (Phase I); and Project Review (Phase II). 

A. PHASE I - PROJECT NOTIFICATION (30 DAYS) 

At such time as an agency, organization, or individual 
desires to seek financial assistance, for a project to 
be located wholly or partially in the Coastal Bend 
Region, and the funding program is listed in Appendix A 
or B, the potential applicant is required to notify the 
Coastal Bend Regional Planning Corrrnission of intent to 
apply for financial assistance. 

1. The potential applicant sutxnits a Project 
Notification (written letter of intent to file) to 
the Regional Planning Corrmission {Content of 
Project Notification). 

2. The Commission staff classifies the Project 
Notification (Project Classification) and, if 
warranted, meets with the potential applicant and 
potentially interested and affected agencies, 
organizations, and individuals to resolve questions 
and conflicts. 

3. If an environmental assessment statement is 
required for the proposed project, major topics 
are identified for consideration (The Environmental 
Assessment Statement). 

4. The Commission staff requests that the potential 
applicant sutxnit the completed application to the 
Regional Planning Commission for formal review and 
co1T111ent (PNRS: Timing of Reviews). 
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Some federal agencies utilize pre-application fonns 
(i.e. Standard Form 101 and OEO Form 46) which may be 
considered a Project Notification. However, based on 
the magnitude and scope of the proposed project, the 
Commission staff may request limited additional 
infonnation to competently proceed with the Project 
Notification process. 

NOTE: In accordance with the intent of Office of 
Mana~er;ent and Budget Circular A-95 and the Project 
Notification and Review System, the Coastal 5end 
Regional Planning Commission does not offer or provide 
formal review and comment on a Project Notification. 



CONTENT OF PROJECT NOTIFICATION 

The Office of Management and Budget has identified 
the minimum infonnation required by clearinghouses 
to initiate review and comment procedures. The 
information, when submitted to the Coastal Bend 
Reqional Planning Commission, will be considered 
a Project notification for the proposed project. 

1. The identity of tb.c 0ctential applicant. 

2. The geographic location of the proposed 
project. 

3. A brief description of the proposed project 
by: 

a. Type; 
b. Purpose; 
c. General size or scale; 
d. Estimated cost; 
e. Beneficiaries; and, 
f. Other characteristics which will enable 

the Coastal Bend Regional Planning 
Corrrn ission to identify agencies of state, 
Federal, and/or local governments having 
plans, programs, or projects which might 
be affected by the proposed project~ 

4. A brief statement of whether or not an 
environmental assessment (impact) statement 
is required by the funding agency and, if 
so, an indication of the nature and extent 
of environ~ental impact anticipated. 

5. The State and/or Federal program and agency 
under which assistance will be sought. For 
Federal assistance programs, the applicant 
must include the "program identification 
number" indicated in the Catalog of Federal 
Zor.estic As sistance (April 1971 and 
subsequent editions). 

6. The estimated date by which time the 
applicant expects to fonnally file an 
application. 
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PROJECT CLASSIFICATION 

To expedite the Notification and Review processes all 
proposed projects are classified into two categories, 
based on the written Project Notification. Project 
Classification occurs within the Project Notification 
process (Phase I). The two classifications are: 

1. Projects which are "primari Zy of local 
signi:[icance". Projects which are in _this 
class1ficat1on normally participate only in the 
Project Notification process (Phase I - 30 days). 

2. Projects which are" rimarilu o re ional 
significance 11

• ProJects w 1c are rn t 1s 
classification fully participate in the 
Notification and Review processes (Phase I and 
Phase II - 60 days). 

Projects classified as "primarily of regional signifi
cance" normally have been determined by the Executive 
Director of the Coastal Bend Regional Planning 
Commission to have met one of the following criteria: 

1. The proposed project will affect two or more 
political subdivisions in the Coastal Bend; 

2. The proposed project is part of, or will affect, 
the planning and develoixnent policies of an 
adopted regional plan; 

3. Apparent conflict exists between the proposed 
project and existing or proposed projects of 
other public or private agencies and 
organizations; 

4. The potential applicant is a public or private 
agency or organization totally or partially 
responsible for planning, developing, and/or 
administering programs in two or more political 
subdivisions; and, 

5. The proposed project, if implemented, appears to 
be an existing or potential contributor to the 
perpetuation of civil, social, cultural, moral, 
and/or, environmental injustices. 



8. PHASE II - PROJECT REVIEW (30 DAYS) 

The PY.oject Review process begins when the potential 
applicant (now the applicant) subnits the completed 
application, and environmental assessment (enviT'011TTJental 
impact) statement, if required, to the Coastal Bend 
Regional Planning Commission for formal revie-w and 
comnent. 

l. The Corrmission staff reviews the completed 
application and holds meetings, if necessary, 
with all interested and affected agencies, 
organizations, and individuals to resolve 
questions or conflicts. 

2. The Corrmission staff meets with the Application 
Review Committee(s) of the Regional Planning 
Commission to discuss the proposed project. 

3. The Application Review Corrmittee(s) and the 
COITTTiission staff prepare comments on the proposed 
project. 

a. Comments may describe the extent to which 
the project is consistent with or contributes 
to the fulfillment of comprehensive planning 
for the State, Region, metropolitan area, or 
l oca 1 ity. 

b. Comnents may include infonnation about the 
extent to which the project contributes to 
the achi~vement of State, regional, 
metropolitan, and local objectives as specified 
in Section 40l(a) of the Intergovernmental 
Cooperation Act of 1968, as follows: 

(1) Appropriate land uses for housing, 
commercial, industrial, governmental, 
institutional, and other purposes; 

(2) Wise development and conservation of 
natural resources, including land, water, 
minerals, wildlife, and others; 
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(3) Balanced transportation systems, 
including highway, air, water, pedestrian, 
mass transit, and other modes for the 
movement of people and goods; 

· (4) Adequate outdoor recreation and open 
space; 

(5) Protection of areas of unique natural 
beauty, historical and scientific interest; 

(6) Properly planned community facilities, 
including utilities for the supply of 
power, water, and communications, for the 
safe disposal of wastes, and for other 
purposes; and, 

(7) Concern for high standards of design. 

4. The Application Review Committee(s) and Commission 
staff report to the Commission on the application. 

5. The Commission acts on the application. 

6. The applicant submits the completed application, 
with the formal comments of the Regional Planning 
Corrrnission, to the State or Federal agency for 
funding consideration. 

In the event a potential applicant submits a completed 
application to the Regional Planning Commission, without 
having first participated in the Project Notification 
process (Phase I), the application may technically be 
considered a Project Notification with the Corrmission 
electing to exercise its maximum allowed review and 
comment period of 60 days. 



:m: SPECIAL REVIEW CONSIDERATIONS 

A. THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT STATEMENT 

State and Federal agencies now require, for many 
fin,:..i,cfolly-assisted projects, the preparation of an 
en:.'irort1nentaZ assessmen t statement (often referred to 
as the "environmental impact statement") prior to 
fur.3.frg conside:mtion . The fonn and content of the 
environmental assessment statement vary according to the 
type of project. However, potential applicants should 
be prepared to comment on, as provided under Section 
l02(2)(c) of the National Environmental Policy Act of 
l969, the extent to which the project significantly 
affects the environment including consideration of: 

1. The environmental impact of the proposed 
project; 

2. Any adverse environmental effects which cannot 
be avoided should the proposed project be 
implemented; 

3. Alternatives to the proposed project; 

4. The relationship between local short-term use of 
man's environment and the maintenance and 
enhancement of long-tenn productivity; and, 

5. Any irreversible or irretrievable commitments of 
resources which would be involved in the proposed 
project or action, should it be implemented. 
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Coastal Bend Regional Planning Commission 
responsibilities under 0MB Circular A-95 and Section 
Z02(2)(c) of the National Environmental Policy Act of 
l969 include: 

1. Identifying concerned State or local environmental 
agencies, providing them with Project Notification, 
and assuring them opportunity to comment on the 
proposed project; 

2. Assisting applicants in the preparation of 
necessary environmental assessment data, if 
appropriated; 

3. Providing co11111ents on the impact of both Federal 
and federally-assisted projects, if appropriate; 

4. Undertaking other related action in assisting or 
facilitating State and local inputs into 
environmental assessment statements; and, 

5. Reviewing environmental assessment statements 
concurrent with the review of the completed 
application. 

Potential applicants are encouraged to detennine at 
the earliest feasible time whether an environmental 
assessment statement is required since many age~cies 
require comprehensive and substantiated responses to 
environmental questions. 
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B. HOUSING: A SPECIAL REYIEW PROCESS 

Selected housing production and mortgage credit programs 
of the Department of Housing and Urban Development {HUD) 
participate in an abbreviated form of the Project 
Notification and Review System. The review of Catalog 
of Federal Domestic Assistance programs in the 14.100 
series (Appendix A) is initiated only when notified by 
HUD of a pending application. 

A Special Project Review, undertaken in l5 days, is 
limited to applications involving new construction and 
applies to: 

1. Subdivisions having 50 or more lots involving any 
HUD home mortgage insurance program; 

2. Multi-family projects having 100 or more dwelling 
units under any HUD mortgage insurance program, 
or under conventional or turnkey public housing 
programs; 

3. Mobile home courts with 100 or more spaces; and, 

4. College housing provided under the debt service 
or direct loan programs for 200 or more students. 

The illustrative process for the Special Project 
Review for housing programs is presented opposite. 
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HOUSING REVIEW PROCESS 

HUD NOTlflES :>if (p<>,: 
Of A P,Ol'OSE::) i>ROJECT 

CBRF'C STt..Ff INFC~'-IS PC'ENTIAlLY 
AFFKTED c;cv:.:~:--..,,,,.__;.-.l l, Nl:5 TO 
OETE-IM INE n,c.-,UX,[ .... ,,.o INTEREST 
IN THE ?i!OPC5E0 P~CJECT. 

CBRF'C STAFF ~~✓ lf.'15 Tl-<E P,OPOS(O 
PROJECT AND OH:,S (0,,,.MENTS WHICH 
MAY INCLUDE l"-FOWATION A!OUT· 

~ - CONSISTENCY WlTH A,cA'NlOE Pt.ANS 
- POTENTlAL ENVl~ONMENTAL A. FFECTS 
- ADEQUACY OF PUauc UT\llT\ES 
- OISTRIIUTION PATTERN Of HOUSING STA~TS 

POTENTIAll Y AFFECTED UNITS Of 
GOVERNMENT TRANSMIT COMMENTS 
TO caaPC FOR INCLUSION IN caiPC 
COMMENTS TO HUD. 

C&RPC STAFF TRANSMITS THE COO.-MENTS 
Of INTERESTED GOVERNMENTAL UNITS IF~-----_. 
ANO COMMISSION STAFF TO HUD. 

~c REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
r=J~ COASTAL BENO 

[~c:7 



C. COORDINATION Of DIRECT FEDERAL DEVELOPMENT 

Fedeml agenciea having responsibility for the planning 
and construction of Federal buiuiings and installatiorL6, 
aequisition, use, and disposal of Fedeml land and real 
prope11 ty will establish procedures for: 

1. Consulting with governors, regional and 
metropolitan clearinghouses, and local elected 
officials at the earliest practicable stage in 
project or development planning on the relation
ship of any plan or project to the development 
plans and programs of the state, region, or 
localities in which the project is to be 
located; and 

2. Assuring that any such Federal plan or project is 
consistent or compatible with state, regional, and 
local development plans and programs identified in 
the course of such consultations. Exceptions will 
be made only where there is clear justification. 

The Coastal Bend Regional Planning Commission will 
conduct the review and cooment of direct Federal develop
ment projects utilizing the procedures established in the 
Project Notification and Review System. 

-10-



:r.c SUMMARY OF RESPONSIBILITIES 

A. APPLICANT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Throughout the Project Not~fication and Review System the 
most important responsibilities of the applicant are: 

1. Early submission of the Project Notification; 

2. Attendance at meetings held, during the Project 
Notification process (Phase I), by the Commission 
staff with interested agencies to discuss the 
proposed project; 

3. Submission of the completed application, and 
environmental assessment statement, if required, 
fourteen days prior to the meeting date of the 
Co1TTI1ission's Application Review Corrmittee(s); and, 

4. Attendance at meetings held, during the Project 
Review process (Phase II), by the Application 
Review Committee(s) and the Coastal Bend Regional 
Planning Corrrnission. 

B. COASTAL BEND REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

The Coastal Bend Regional Planning Commission, as the 
designated metropolitan clearinghouse for the Coastal 
Bend Region, is responsible for the administration of the 
Office of .'•!:i,:.:.:.ger;ent and Budget Circular A-95. 
Responsibilities of the Regional Planning Corrrnission 
include: 

1. Developing procedures for implementing O~fB 
cir;.::ila.1~ A-95 in the Coastal Bend Region; 

2. Establishing Application Review ColTlllittee(s) 
to provide general and/or specific expertise in 
the functional area of the proposed project; 
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3. Assist potential applicants, at their request 
by-

a. providing liaison with the funding agency, 

b. assisting in the formulation and preparation 
of the Project Notification and completed 
application, and 

c. convening inter-agency meetings designed to 
foster cooperation and coordination; 

4. Responding promptly to the applicant's submission 
of the Project Notification and completed 
application so as not to delay the submission of 
the completed application; 

5. Maintaining a working relationship and knowledge 
of State and Federal agencies and programs to 
enable the potential applicant to select the most 
appropriate assistance program available; 

6. Assisting the potential applicant in identifying. 
additional agencies, organizations, and individuals 
eligible to cooperate in the proposed project so 
as to be more efficient, effective and economical 
in project planning and development; and, 

7. Offering formal review and comment on proposed 
projects and completed applications to applicants 
who have participated in the Project Notification 
and Review System. 

[ 





PHASE I PROJECT NOTIFICATION [30 DAYS J 
A· I 

PUBLIC OR PRIVATE AGENCY, 
ORGANIZATION, OR INDIVIDUAL 
HAS INTEREST IN OBTAINING 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM 
A STA TE OR FEDERAL AGENC Y. 

A·2 1 
POTENTIAL APPLICANT CONTACTS THE 
FUNDING AGENCY OR THE COASTAL 
BEND REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
TO DETERMINE THE AVAILABLE PROGRAMS 
WHICH PROVIDE THE TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
THAT WOULD BE MOST APPROPRIATE FOR 
THE PARTICULAR NEEDS OF THE POTENTIAL 
APPLICANT. 

A·3 l 
POTENTIAL APPLICANT OBTAINS FROM 
THE FUNDING AGENCY APPLICATION 
FORMS , GUIDELINES, SPECIAL INSTRUC
TIONS , AND A DETERMINATION WHETHER 
OR NOT AN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
STATEMENT IS REQUIRED FOR THE PROPOSED 
PROJECT . A·4 

I 
POTENTIAL APPLICANT PROVIDES 
THE CBRPC WITH OFFICIAL AND 

--------------'--. COMPLETE WRITTEN NOTIFICATION 

A·O 
,1 OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR STATE OR 

FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE . 

POTENTIAL APPLICANT BEGINS IO 0 0 0 0 ._ 
FORMULATION OF THE APPLICATION. ., 

A.5----
000 

E · I 
POTENTIAL APPLICANT BEGINS 
FORMULATION OF THE ENVIRON
MENTAL ASSESSMENT STATEMENT 
(IF REQUIRED). 

c BRPC STAFF DETERMINES 
THE INITIAL CATEGORY 
DESIGNATION OF THE 
NOTIFICATION. 

__________ _./'I"'\..__ ______ __ 

A·6 

E·2 
POTENTIAL APPLICANT SUBMIT S 
PRELIMINARY DRAFT OF ENVIRON
MENTAL AS SESSMENT STATEMENT 
TO CBRPC FOR STAFF REVIEW. 

8·2 

H 

E·3a 
CBRPC STAFF DETERMINES THERE 
IS NO CONFLICT AND REQUEST 
POTENTIAL APPLICANT TO SUBMIT 
COMPLETED ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT WITH APPLICATION . 

.II' 

E·3b 
IF DEEMED NEC ESSARY , C BRPC 
STAFF INFORMS PUBLIC AND 

, PRIVATE AGENCIES AND ORGAN-
..._ _______ _.,, IZA TIONS OF THE PROPO SED 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE 
PROPOSED PROJECT . 

E·4 

E·5a 
CONFLICT IS RES OLVED , CBRPC 
REQUE STS POTENTIA L APPLICANT 
TO SUBMIT COMPLETED ENV IRON
MENTAL ASSE SS ME NT WITH APPLI 
CAT ION . 

C BRPC STAFF MEETS WITH POTEN
TIAL APPLICANT AND CONCERNED 
GROUPS, AGENCIES , AND/ OR 
INDIVIDUALS TO IDENTIF Y AND 
RESOLVE CONFLICT . 

E·5b 
CONFLICT IS NOT RESOLVED . 
CBRPC STAFF INFORMS POTENTIAL 
APPLICANT THAT COMMENTS 
CONCERNING ADVERSE ENVIRON
MENTAL IMPACT WILL BE FORWARDED 
IN CBRPC COMMENTS . 

ooooooootooooooootoooooooootot 

A·7 A·9 

A· 14 CBRPC STAFF ADVISES APPLICANT IL_ 
TO SUBMIT THE COMPLETED APPL!- r--
CATION (AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT IF REQUIRED) TO THE IL_ 
CBRPC AT LEAST 30 DA YS PRIOR ~ 
TO COMMISSION MEETING . 

A·l2 

LEGEND H 
NOTIFICATION IS FOR AN 
APPLICA Tl ON DEEMED 
PRIMARILY OF REGIONAL 
SIGNIFICANCE . 

C BRPC STAFF I NF ORMS POTENTIALLY 
INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PUBLIC 
AND PRIVATE AGENCIES , ORGAN
IZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS TO 

7 
~~g~~~~Pcg~~\N;:o~~s~\~~i~A-
TION, TO THOSE PLANS AND PROGRAMS 
OF OTHER AGENCIES IN THE REGION 
AND STATE . 

A·S l 

CONFLICT IS NOT RESOLVED; 
CBRPC STAFF ADVISES APPLICANT 
OF CBRPC 'S INTENT TO COMMENT 
ON THE COMPLETED APPLICATION , 
WHEN SUBMITTED TO THE APPLI
CATION REVIEW COMMITTEE(S). 

r;;--,A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
~ & REVIEW PROCESS 

r■;;"7B PROJECTS PRIMARILY OF 
~ LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE 

r;:;:-, PROJECTS NOT COVERED L.E...J UNOER 0MB CIRCULAR A-95 

r;;■,E ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT L:...J STATEMENT PROCESS 

C· I C·2 
CBRPC STAFF INFORMS POTENTIAL 

~ 
NOTIFICATION IS FOR A ~ APPLICANT TO PROCEED WITH 
PROGRAM NOT COVERED APPLICATION, AND THAT NO 
IN 0MB CIRCULAR A-95. FURTHER CONTACT WITH CBRPC 

IS REQUIRED . 

A·II CBRPC STAFF RECEIVES AND 
REVIEWS COMMENTS FROM 
POTENTIALLY INTERESTED AND 
AFFECTED PARTIES, TOGETHER 
WITH INTERNAL CBRPC STAFF 
COMMENTS. 

l_J MEETINGS ARE HELD I 
71 ~~~~t~\~E APPARENT 1r----i 

A·IO 
CBRPC STAFF DETERMINES THE 

A·l3 
I APPLICANT TAKES AC TION TO L 

RESOLVE APPARENT CONFLICT . I 

L, ~~:~J~gN";~L~~t~'i~l~Al~~NE ----------------
WITHOUT APPARENT CONFLICT . 

PROJECT NOTIFICATION & 
COASTAL BEND REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 



0 

PHASE II PROJECT REVIEW I 30 DAYS J 
8·3 

APPLICANT SU BMITS A COPY O F 
THE COM PLETED APPLICATION TO 1---------------------------------------------------------------------

CBRPC FOR PERMANENT FILES . 

A·l5 
APPLICANT SUBMITS COMPLETED 
APPLICATION !AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT IF REQUIRED) TO CBRPC 
AT LEAST 30 DAYS PRIOR TO COM
MISSION MEETING. 

A·l6 
CBRPC STAFF IDENTIFIES THE APPLICATION 
REV IEW COMMITTEE(S) TO REVIEW A COM-
PLETED APPLICATION . THE DETERMINATION 
IS BASED ON THE PRIMARY FUNCTIONAL 
AREA WHICH THE PROPOSED PROJECT 
ADDRESSES 

A·l6a 
CBRPC STAFF REVIEWS THE 
COMPLETED APPLICATION. 

A·l6b 
CBRPC STAFF DETERMINES TO WHAT 
EXTENT THE PROPOSED PROJECT WILL 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE FULFILLMENT OF 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING AND DE
VELOPMENT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
OF THE STATE, REGION AND LOCALITY 

A·l6c 
IF WARRANTED, C BRPC STAFF 
CONTACTS THE APPROPRIATE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND 
AGENCIES CONCERNED AND 
POTENTIALLY AFFECTED BY 
THE PROPOSED PROJECT . 

A·l6d 
CBRPC STAFF DEVELOPS 
APPROPR.IA TE COMMENT. 

A·l7 

A·l8a 
APPLICATION REV! EW COMMITTEE(S) 
REPORT THEIR FINDINGS TO THE 
COMMISSION . 

A·l9 

A·20a 
THE COMMISSION FINDS THE 
APPLICATION TO BE CONSISTENT 

,-------·w1TH REGIONAL PLANNING AN 

DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES . 

A·20b 

APPLICANT SUBMITS APPL IC A TIC N 
TOGETHER WITH CBRPC COMMENT 
TO FUND ING AGENCY FOR CON
SIDERAT ION. 

CBRPC STAFF MEETS WITH APPROPRIATE 
APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE ($) TO 

THE COMMISSION REVIEWS STAFF 
AND APPLICATION REVIEW COM
MITTEE($) COMMENTS AND ACTS 
ON THE APPUCATION. 

THE COMMISSION FINDS THE APPLI
CATION TO BE INCONSISTENT WITH 
REGIONAL PLANNING AND DEVELOP
MENT OBJECTIVES AND COMMENTS 
TO THAT AFFECT. 

CBRPC STAFF ADVISES THE 
APPLICANT OF THE COM 
MISSION ACTION. DISCUSS PROPOSED PROJECT. 

A·l8b 
CBRPC STAFF REPORTS ITS FINDINGS 
TO THE APPROPRIATE APPLICATION 
REVIEW COMMITTEE(S). 

THE COMMISSION RETURNS 
----• THE APPLICATION TO THE 

STAFF FOR FURTHER REVIEW 

_____ J CBRPC STAFF ADVISES THE 
FUND ING AGENCY OF THE 
COMM ISSION ACTION . 

REVIEW SYSTEM 
0MB CIRCULAR A•95 & ARTICLE 1011 m I V.A.C.S. AS AMENDED 





APPENDIX A 

PROGRAMS COVEREC UNOER OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT ANO BUCGET CIRCULAR A-95 

Federal programs which are presently 
covered under Office of Management 
and Budget Cireular A-95 are listed 
below. Catalog of Federal Domestic 
Assistance program Tdentiffcation 
numbers, included for reference, 
precede the program title. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Fanners Home Administration 

10.400 Comprehensive Are~ide Water and Sewer 
Planning Grants 

10.409 Irrigation, Drainage and other Soil and 
Conservation Loans 

10.414 Resource Conservation and Development 
Loans 

10.418 Water and Waste Disposal Systems for 
Rural Communities 

10.419 Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention 
Loans 

Soil Conservation Service 

10.901 Resource Conservation and Development -

10.904 Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Economic DeveloJ!llent Administration 

11.300 Economic Development - Grants and Loans 
for Public Works and DevelolJllent 
Facilities 
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11.302 Economic Development - Planning Assistance 

11.303 Economic Development - Technical Assistance 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Anny, Office of the Chief 
of Engineers 

12.101 Beach Erosion Control 

12.106 Small Flood Control Projects 

12.107 Small Navigation Projects 

12.108 Snagging and Clearing for Flood Control 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 

Health Services and Mental Health Administration 

13.206 Comprehensive Health Planning - Areawide 
Grants 

13.220 Health Facilities Construction - Hospitals 
and Public Health Centers 

13.235 Mental Health - Community Assistance 
Grants for Narcotic Addiction 
(Construction Only) 

13.249 Regional Medical Programs - Operational and 
Planning Grants (Planning and Construction 
only) 

13.253 Health Facilities Construction - Loans and 
Loan Guarantees 



National Institute of Health 

13.340 Health Professions Facilities Construction 

13.350 Medical Library Assistance - Regional 
Medical Libraries 

13.369 Schools of Nursing - Facilities Construction 

Office of Education 

13.408 Construction of Public Libraries 

13.456 Higher Education Academic Facilities -
State Comprehensive Planning 

13.457 Higher Education Academic Facilities 
Construction - Interest Subsidization 

13.459 Higher Education Academic Facilities 
Construction - Public Corrrnunity 
Colleges and Technical Institutes 

13.477 School Assistance in Federally Affected 
Areas - Construction 

13.493 Vocational Education - Basic Grants to States 
(Construction only) 

Social and Rehabilitation Service 

13.711 Juvenile Delinquency Planning, Prevention 
and Rehabilitation (Planning and 
Construction only) 

13.746 Vocational Rehabilitation Services - Basic 
Support (Construction Only) 

13.753 Develop Mentally Disabled - Basic Support 

13.755 Vocational Rehabilitation - Construction 
Grants 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

Housing Production and Mortgage Credit/FHA* 

14.100 College Housing Debt Service 

14.103 Interest Reduction Payments - Rental and 
Cooperative Housing for Lower Income 
Fam i l i es ( 2 3 6) 

14.105 Interest Subsidy - Homes for Lower Income 
Families (235i) 

14.112 Mortgage Insurance - Construction or 
Rehabilitation of Condominium Projects (234d) 

14.115 Mortgage Insurance - Development of Sales 
Type Cooperative Projects (213) 

14.117 Mortgage Insurance - Homes (203b) 

14.118 Mortgage Insurance - Homes for Certified 
Veterans (203b) 

14.119 Mortgage Insurance - Homes for Disaster 
Victims (203h) 

14.120 Mortgage Insurance - Homes for Low and 
Moderate Income Families (22ld2) 

14.121 Mortgage Insurance - Homes in Outlying 
Areas (203i) 

14.122 Mortgage Insurance - Homes in Urban Renewal 
Areas (220 Homes) 

*The review of programs in the 14.100 series is initiated 
by CBRPC only when notified by HUD of a pending 
application - refer to section entitled "Housing: A 
Special Review Process 11

, page 9. 

[ 



14.124 Mortgage Insurance - Investor Sponsored 
Cooperative Housing (213) 

14.125 Mortgage Insurance - Land Development and 
New Communities (Title X) 

14.126 Mortgage Insurance - Management Type 
Cooperative Projects (213) 

14.127 Mortgage Insurance - Mobile Home Courts (207) 

14.134 Mortgage Insurance - Rental Housing (207) 

14.135 Mortgage Insurance - Rental Housing for 
Low and Moderate Income Families (22ld4) 

14.137 Mortgage Insurance - Rental Housing for Low 
and Moderate Income Families, Market 
Interest Rate (22ld3) 

14.138 Mortgage Insurance - Rental Housing for the 
Elderly (231) 

14.139 Mortgage Insurance - Rental Housing in Urban 
Renewal Areas (220) 

14.146 Public Housing - Acquisition, Construction, 
Rehabilitation (New Construction only) 

14.149 Rent Supplements - Rental Housing for Low 
Income Families 

Cofml unity Planning and Management 

14.203 Comprehensive Planning Assistance 

14.207 New CoITTTiunities - Loan Guarantees 

14.208 New Cornmu niti es - Supplementary Grants 

14.214 Urban Systems Engineering Demonstration Grants 
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Community Development 

14.300 Model Cities Supplementary Grants 

14.301 Basic Water and Sewer Facilities - Grants 

14.303 Open Space Land Programs 

14.304 Public Faci)ity Loans 

14.306 Neighborhood Development 

14.307 Urban Renewal Projects 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 

15.400 Outdoor Recreation - Financial Assistance 

15.401 Outdoor Recreation State Planning - Financial 
Assistance 

Bureau of Reclamation 

15.501 Irrigation Distribution Systems Loans 

15.503 Small Reclamation Projects 

National Park Service 

15.904 Historic Preservation 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Law Enforcement Assistance Administration 

16.500 Law Enforcement Assistance - Comprehensive 
Planning Grants 

16.501 Law Enforcement Assistance - Discretionary 
Grants 

16.502 Law Enforcement Assistance - Improving and 
Strengthening Law Enforcement 



r 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

Manpower Administration 

17.205 Cooperative Area Manpower Planning System 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

20.102 Airport Development Aid Program 

20.103 Airport Planning Grant Program 

Federal Highway Administration 

20.201 Forest Highways 

20.204 Highway Beautification - Landscaping and 
Scenic Enhancement 

20.205 Highway Planning and Construction 

20.206 Highway Planning and Research Studies 

20.209 Public lands Highways 

20.211 Traffic Operations Program to Increase 
Capacity and Safety (Construction Only) 

Urban Mass Transportation Administration 

20.500 Urban Mass Transportation Capital Improvement 
Grants (Planning and Construction Only) 

20.501 Urban Mass Transportation Capital Improvement 
Loans (Planning and Construction Only) 

20.505 Urban Mass Transportation Technical Studies 
Grants (Planning and Construction Only) 

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION 

23.003 Appalachian DeveloJ)Tient Highway System 
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23.004 Appalachian Health Demonstrations 
(Planning and Construction Only) 

23.008 Appalachian Local Access Roads 

23.010 Appalachian Mine Area Restoration 

23.012 Appalachian Vocational Education 
Facilities 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

47.036 Intergovernmental Science Programs 

OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

49.002 Community Action (excluding administration, 
research, training and technical assistance 
and evaluation). 

WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL 

65.001 Water Resources Planning 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Air Pollution Control Office 

66.001 Air Pollution Control Grants (Planning Only) 

Solid Waste Management Office 

66.300 Solid Waste Demonstration and Resource 
Recovery System Grants 

66.301 Solid Waste Planning Grants 

Water Quality Office 

66.400 Construction Grants for Wastewater Treatment 
Works 

66.401 Water Pollution Control Comprehensive Basin 
Planning Grants 

66.407 Water Pollution Control - State and 
Interstate Program Grants 



APPENDIX B 

PROGRAMS INTENCEC FOR COVERAGE UNDER ARTICLE 1011M 1 AS AMEN□EC 

The programs identified are referenced 
by the description provided in the 
Catalog of State SePViees to local 
Governments.* 

A. STATE GRANTS FOR LOCAL ASSISTANCE 

l. Office of the Governor 

Deficiency grants for payments of claims arising 
prior to the convening of the next legislature 
due to cases of natural disasters. 

2. Office of the Governor, Division of Planning 
Coordination 

State assistance to regional councils of 
governments. 

3. Texas Aeronautics Cormii ss ion 

State grants or loans for acquisition, 
construction or maintenance of airports. Grants 
are not to exceed $27,500 for any one community. 
Limited to communities of under 50,000. 

4. Texas Highway Department 

a. State financial assistance to cities and 
counties for acquisition of right-of-way at 
50% of the value determined by the Texas 
Highway Department. 

b. State financial assistance to develop or 
coordinate system of land service roads 
through the Fann- to-Market Road program in 
consultation with County Commissioners' 
Cou r ts. 

c. Assistance to political subdivisions to 
improve railroad grade crossings. 

*Final guidelines on the review and corrrnent of State
aided programs are awaiting approval by the Governor. 
However, the programs presented in the Appendix are 
intended for inclusion. 
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c. Assistance to cities and counties in the 
design, planning, installation and/or 
operation of highway illumination systems and 
in the construction of curb and gutter 
sections for improving traffic safety. 

5. Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

a. Assistance to school districts and counties 
in their ad valorem taxes on wildlife 
management areas. 

b. Assistance to cities, counties and river 
authorities for construction of boat ramps 
on waterways. 

c. Assistance to cities and counties for 
maintenance and cleaning of public beaches. 
Not to exceed $50,000 for any single grant. 

6. University of Texas 

Assistance to counties only in their ad valorem 
taxes on University of Texas Endowment lands. 

7. Texas Youth Council 

Assistance to public or private agencie~ qualified 
to establish Halfway Houses for the care and 
treatment of delinquent children. 

B. STATE LOANS FOR LOCAL ASSISTANCE 

1. Texas Water Development Board 

a. State financial assistance to a city, water 
district or water authority for aid in 
development of water supply projects. 

b. State financial assistance to cities, counties 
or political subdivisions for construction of 
waste treatment facilities. 





APPENOIX C 

TITLE DZ OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION ACT OF 196B 

TITLE IV OF THE HITERGO'/ERNMENTAL COOPERATION 
ACT OF 1968 (82 Stat. 1103) 

"TITLE IV -- COORDINATED INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
POLICY AND AllWiISTRATION OF DEVELOP

MENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS" 

"DECLARATION OF DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE POLICY" 

"Sec. 401. (a) The economic and social development of the Nation and 
the achievement of satisfactory levels of living depend upon the sound and 
orderly development of all areas, both urban and rural. Moreover, in a 
tirre of rapid urbanization, the sound and orderly developw€nt of urban 
cOITTT1unities depends to a large de~ree upon the social and economic health 
and the sound development of s~aller cOfilTlunities and rural areas. The 
President shall, therefore, establish rules and regulations governing the 
fonnulation, evaluation, and review of Federal programs and projects having 
a significant impact on area and C()(llllunity development, including programs 
providing Federal assistance to the States and localities, to the end that 
they shall most effectively serve these basic objectives. Such rules and 
regulations shall provide for full consideration of the concurrent 
achievement of the following· specific objectives and, to the extent 
authorized by law, reasoned choices shall be made between such objectives 
when they conflict: 

"(l) Appropriate land uses for housing, cOIT111ercial, industrial, 
governmental, institutional, and other purposes; 

"(2) Wise develop-nent and conservation of natural resources, 
including land, water, minerals, wildlife, and others; 

"(3) Balanced transportation systems, including highway, air, 
water, pedestrian, mass transit, and other modes for the movement of 
people and goods; 

"(4) Adequate outdoor recreation and open space; 

"(5) Protection of areas of unique natural beauty, historical 
and scientific interest; 

"(6) Properly planned ccnrunity facilities, including utilities 
for the supply of power, water, and corrmunications, for the safe disposal 
of wastes, and for other purposes; and 

"{7) Concern for high standards of design. 

"(b) All viewpoints -- national, regional, State and local -- shall, 
to the extent possible, be fully considered and taken into account in 
planning Federal or federally assisted development programs and projects. 
State and local governr.ient objectives, together with the objectives of 
regional organizations shall be considered and evaluated within a framework 
of national public objectives, as expressed in Federal law, and available 
projections of future national conditions and needs of regions, States, 
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and localities shall be considered in plan formulation, evaluation, and 
review. 

"(c) To the maximum extent possible, consistent with national 
objectives, all Federal aid for development purposes shall be consistent 
with and further the objectives of State, regional, and local comprehensive 
planning. Consideration shall be given to all developmental aspects of 
our total national cormiunity, including but not limited to housing, 
transportation, economic development, natural and human resources development, 
corrmunity facilities, and the general improvement of living environments. 

"(d) Each Federal department and agency administering a development 
assistance program shall, to the maximum extent practicable, consult with 
and seek advice from all other significantly affected Federal departments 
and agencies in an effort to assure fully coordinated programs. 

"(e) Insofar as possible, systematic planning required by individual 
Federal programs (such as highway construction, urban renewal, and open 
space) shall be coordinated with and, to the extent authorized by law, made 
part of comprehensive local and areawide development planning". 

"FAVORING UNITS OF GENERAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT" 

"Sec. 402. Where Federal law provides that both special-purpose units 
of local government and units of general local government are eligible to 
receive loans or grants-in-aid, heads of Federal departments and agencies 
shall, in the absence of substantial reasons to the contrary, make such 
loans or grants-in-aid to units of general local government rather than to 
special-purpose units of local government." 

"RULES AND REGULATIONS" 

"Sec. 403. The Bureau of the Budget, or such other agency as may be 
designated by the President, is hereby authorized to prescribe such rules 
and regulations as are deemed appropriate for the effective administration 
of tMs title." 





APPENOIX 0 

SECTION 204 OF THE CEMONSTRATION CITIES ANO METROPOLITAN DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1966 

SECTIO~ 204 OF THE DEMONSTRATION CITIES AND 
METP OPO LITAN DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1966, 

as amended (80 Stat. 1263, 82 Stat. 208) 

"Sec. 204. (a) All applications made after June 30, 1967 for 
Federal loans or gran t s to assist in carrying out open-space land projects 
or for planning or construction of hospitals, airports, libraries, water 
supply and distribut ion facilities, sewerage facilities and waste treatment 
works, highways, t ransporta tion facilities, law enforcement facilities, and 
water development and land conservation projects within any metropolitan 
area shall be submitted for review--

"(1) to any areawide agency which is designated to perform 
metropolitan or regi onal planning for the area within which the assistance 
is to be used, and which is, to the greatest practicable extent, composed 
of or responsible to the elected officials of a unit of areawide government 
or of the units of ge neral local government within whose jurisdiction such 
agency is authorized to engage in such planning, and 

"(2) if made by a special purpose unit of local government, to 
the unit or units of gen eral local government with authority to operate in 
the area within which t he project is to be located. 

"(b) (l) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, 
each application shall be accompanied {A) by the co:i1rents and recomrrendations 
with respect to the pro ject involved by the areawi~e agency and governing 
bodies of the units of general local govern~ent to which the application 
has been submitted for review, and (B) by a statement by the applicant that 
such co-;rents and reco'lnendations have been considered prior to fonnal 
submission of the applicati on. Such comments shall include information 

• concerning the extent to wh i ch the project is consistent with COffi prehensive 
planning developed or in the process of development for the metropolitan 
area or the unit of general local government, as the case may be, and the 
extent to which such project contributes to the fulfillment of such 
planning. The cO'.TlTents and recol'Tilendations and the statement referred to 
in this paragraph shall, except in the case referred to in paragraph (2) 
of this subsection, be reviewed by the agency of the Federal Governr.,ent to 
which such application is submitted for the sole purpose of assisting it in 
determining whether the ap plication is in accordance with the provisions 
of Federal law which govern the making of the loans or grants. 

"(2) An appl i cation for a Federal loan or grant need not be 
accompanied by the corrrnents and recommendations and the statements referred 
to in paragraph (1) of t his subsection, if the applicant certifies that a 
plan or description of t he project, meeting the requirements of such ruies 
and regulations as may be prescribed under subsection (c), or such 
application, has lain before an appropriate areawide agency or instrumentality 
or unit of general 1oca l govcrnrr~nt for a period of si xty days without 
cooments or recOll'l!lendations thereon being made by such agency or 
instnPentality. 
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"(3) The requirements of paragraphs (l) and (2) shall also 
apply to any amendment of the application which, in light of the purposes 
of this title, involves a major change in the project covered by the 
application prior to such amendment. 

"(c) The Bureau of the Budget, or such other agency as may be 
designated by the President, is hereby authorized to prescribe such rules 
and regulations as are deemed appropriate for the effective administration 
of this section." 





APPENDIX E 

SECTION .102C2Hcl OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT CF .1SBS 

SECTION l02(2)(c) OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY itrfoTT969 (83 Stat. 853) 

"Sec. 102. The Congress authorizes and directs that, to the fullest 
extent possible; (1) the policies, regulations, and public laws of the 
United States shall be interpreted and administered in accordance with 
the policies set forth in this Act, and (2) all agencies of the Federal 
Government shall ... 

"(c) include in every recommendation or report on proposals 
for legislation and other major Federal actions significantly 
affecting the quality of the human environment, a detailed 
statement by the responsible official on--

"(i) the environmental impact of the proposed 
action, 

"(ii) any ad verse environmental effects which 
cannot be avoided should the proposal be implemented, 

"(iii) alternatives to the proposed action, 

"(iv) the relationship bet,1een local short-term 
use of ~an's environment and the maintenance and 
enhancement of long-tenn productivity, and 

"(v) any irreversible or irretrievable cormiitments 
of resources which would be involved in the proposed 
acti on should it be imple~ented. 

"Prior to making any detailed stateme nt, the responsible Federal official 
shall consult with and obtain the coments of any Federal agency which has 
jurisdiction by law or special expertise with respect to any environmental 
impact involved. Copies of such statemen~ and the cOITTT1ents and views of 
the appropriate Federal, State, and local agencies, which.are authorized 
to develop and enforce env ironmental standards, shall be made available 
to the President, the Cou ncil on Environmental Quality and to the public 
as provided by section 552 of Title 5, United States Code, and shall 
accompany the proposal through the existing agency review processes; •.. • 
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APPENDIX F 

ARTICLE 1011M 1 AS AMENDED 

ARTICLE 1011■, REGIONAL PLANNING Cc»ttISSlONS 

AMEllOED BY THE 62nd TEXAS LEGISLATURE 

OEFUHTIONS 

Section 1. A. "City" Means any incorporated city, town or village 
in the State of Texas. 

B. "Governll'enta l Unit• means any county, city, town, village, authority, 
district or other political subdivision of the state. 

C. "(,o,"Jllission" means a Regional Planning Co11111ission, Council of 
Governments or_similar regional planning agency created under this Act. 

D. 'Region,' 'Area', or 'Regional' means a geographic area consisting 
of a county or two or more adjoining counties which have coITTOOn problems 
of transportation, water supply, drainage or land use, similar, cOOT11on or 
interrelated fonns of urban development or concentration, or special 
problems of agricu lture, forestry, conservation or other matters, or any 
cor.bina tion thereof. It is the intention of this Act to pennit the greatest 
possible flexibility among the various participating governmental units to 
organize and establish Conmissions roost suitable t~ the nature of the area 
problems as they see them. 

E "Comprehensi ve Development Planning Process; means the process of 
(1) assessing the needs and resources of an area; (2} fonnulating goals, 
objectives, policies and standards to guide its long-range physical, 
economic, and human resource developw~nt; and (3) preparing plans and 
programs therefor which (a) identify alternative courses of action and the 
special and functional relationships among the activities to be carried 
out thereunder, (b) specify the appropriate ordering in ti me of such 
acti.ities, (c) take into account other relevant facto rs affecting the 
achievement of the desired development of the area, (d) provide an overall 
framework and guide for the preparation of function and project development 
plans, (e} make recorrmendations for long-range progranming and financing 
of capital projects and facilities which are of mutual concern to two or 
more member governments, and (f) make such other recorrmendations as may be 
deemed appropriate. 

F. "Genera 1 purpose governmental unf t" means a county or incorporated 
municipality. 

OBJECTIVES 

Sec. 2. The purpose of this Act is to encourage and pennit local units 
of government to join and cooperate with one another to improve the health, 
safety and general welfare of their citizens; to plan for the future 
development of corrrnunities, areas, and regions to the end that transportation 
systems may be more carefully planned; that cOOlllunfties, areas, and regions 
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grow with adequate street, utility, health, educational, recreational, and 
other essential facilities; that needs of agriculture, business, aod 
industry be recognized; that residential areas provide healthy surroundings 
for family life; that historical and cultural value be preserved; and that 
the growth of the c~miunit1es, areas, and regions is coRJnensurate with and 
promotive of the efficient and economical use of public funds. 

CREATION 

Sec. 3. (a) Any two or more general purpose governmenta, units may 
join in the exercise, performance, and cooperation of planning, powers, 
duties, and functions as provided by law for any or all such go,err--;iental 
units. ~/hen two or more such goverr.renta 1 uni ts agree, by orc!i Mr.ce, 
resolution, rule, order, or other means, to cooperate in regional planning, 
they may establish a Regional Planning Co11JT1ission. But nothing in this 
Act shall be construed to limit the powers of the participating govern"!lental 
units as provided by existing law. The participatfog governn-ental units, by 
appropriate 1TK.1tual agreement, may establish a Regional Planning C0iTtJission 
for a region designated in such agreement, provided that such region shall 
consist of territory under their respective jurisdictions. including 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

(b) The geographic boundaries of Cor.rnissions established 
under this Act must be consistent with State Planning Regions or Subregions 
as delineated by the Governor and subject to review and modification at the 
end of each State biennium. 

POWERS 

Sec. 4. (a) Under this Act, a Regional Planning Colmli~sion shall be 
a political subdivision of this State, the general purpose of wr.ich ;s to 
make studies and plans to guide the unified, far-reaching develor:,ent of 
the area, to eliminate duplication, and to promote economy and efficiency 
in the coordinated development of the area. The Comn ission may ~4ke plans 
for the development of the area which may include reconn-~ndations o~ ~ajor 
thoroughfares, streets, traffic and transportation studies, bridges, 
airports, parks, recreation sites, school sites, public utilities, land use, 
water supply, sanitation facilities, drainage, public buildings, population 
density, open spaces, and other items relating to the effectuation of the 
general purpose. 

(b) The plans end recOlll11endations of the C01T111ission raay be 
adopted in whole or in part by the respective governing bodies of the 
cooperating governmental units . The Corrmission may assist the participating 
govern~ental units individually or collectively in carrying out plans or 
recommendations developed by the CofTITlission. The CoIT1Tiission may assist any 
participating governmental unit individually in the pre~aration or 
effectuation of local planning consistent with the general purposes of 
this Act. 

(c) The Coll'VTlission may contract with one or more of its 
member governments to perfon~ any serv ice which that government could, by 
contract, have any private organization without goverM~ntal powers perfonn. 



provided that such contract imposes no cost or obligation upon any member 
government not signatory thereto. 

(d) A. Counission may purchase, lease or otherwise acquire, 
hold, sell or otherwise dispose of real and personal property. It may 
employ such staff, and consult with and retain such experts as it deems 
necessary. It 111<1y provide for retirement benefits for its employees by 
means of a jointly contributory retirement plan with an agency, finn, or 

-- corporation authorized to do business in this State. A ColMlission may 
participate in the Texas Municipal Retirement System, the State Employees 
Retirement System or the City, County, and District Retirement System when 
such established systeos by legislation or administrative arrangenent make 
such participation permissible. 

(e) Agencies of the State government and of governmental 
units are authorized to detail or loan employees to a COOITlission on either 
a reirrb.Jrsable or nonreinbursable basis as may be mutually agreed by the 
State agency or govemocntal unit and the Commission. During the period of 
loan or detail the person will continue to be an employee of the lending 
agency or unit for purposes of salary, leave, retirement and other personnel 
benefits but will ,.;ork under the direction and supervision of the ColiT.lission. 
A loan or detail made pursuant to this section shall expire at the mutual 
consent of the leaning or detailing agency or governmental unit and the 
C01m1i s s ion. 

(f) In each State Planning Region or Subregion in which a 

Co,mi ss ion has been orga:ii zed, the governing body of each governr...enta 1 

unit within the Region or subregion, whether or not such unit is a member 
of the Corrission, shall sub.,,it to the Conmission for revie1-1 and coornent 
ar1y cpplication for loans or grants-in-aid from agencies of the fed~ral 
government (for a project for which the federal governr.ient at the time is 
requiring the review and cor--ent of an a rea:•li de planning agency} or agencies 
of the State of Texas before such application is filed with the Federal or 
State government. for federally-aided projects for which an areawide 
review is required by federal law or regulation, the COlllllission shall review 
such application from the standpoint of consistency with regional plans and 
such other considerations as ~ay be specified in federal or State 
regulations and shall erter its corments upon the application, returning 
same to the originating governrrental unit. 

(g) With respect to other federally-aided projects and to 
State-aided projects, the Corrrnission shall advise the governmental units as 
to whether or not the pro~~SPd project for which funds are requested has 
region wide significance. If it does not have region wide significance. the 
Coomission shall certify that it is not in conflict with the regional plan 
or policies. In making such detennination, it may also consider whether 
the proposed project is properly coordinated with other existing or 
proposed projects within the region. The Colllllission shall thereupon record 
upon the app1icatio."l Hs ,itri~ .;rnd co .. ilents and transmit the applicatioo to 
the originating governmental unit, w'ith a copy to the federal or State 
•gency concerned. 
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(h) The Governor shall issue guidelines to COfliTlissions and 
governw~ntal units to carry out the provisions of this Act relating to 
review and coITTnent procedures. 

(i) The Governor and agencies of the State shall provide 
such technical infonnation and assistance to members of Cofllllissions and 
their staffs as will increase to the greatest extent feasible the 
capabilities of such Corrmissions 1n discharging the various duties and 
responsibilities set forth fn this Act. 

OPERATIONS 

Sec. 5. The cooperating governmental uni ts may through joint agreement 
determine the number and qualifications of the governing body of the 
Cormiission. The governing body of the CoITTnission shall consist of at least 
sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66-2/3%) elected officials of general 
purpose governmental units. The joint agreement may provide for the manner 
of cooperation and the means and fl'ethods of the operations of the Corrmission. 
The joint agreerrent may provide a method for the employment of the staff 
and consultants, the apportiomient of the cost and expenses, and the 
purchase of property and materials. The joint agreement may allow for the 
addition of other governmental units to the cooperative arrangerrent. 

Sec. 6. (a) A Regional Planning Cof1TT1ission is authorized to apply 
for, contract for, receive and expend for its purposes any funds 0r grants 
from any participating governmental unit or from the State of Tex~s. 
federal governfllent, or any other source. 

{b} The ColTlllission shall have no p0v1er to levy any character 
of tax whatever. The participat1ng governmental units may appropriate funds 
to the Corrrnission for the cost and expenses required in the performance of 
its purposes. 

(c) A Cormission which meets the conditions set forth below 
shall be annually eligible for a maximum amount of State financial 
assistance based on the fon:iu,a: Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) base 
grant to each certified organization, plus an additional One Thousand 
Dollars ($1,000.00} per dues paying :rerr~er county, plus an additional ten 
cents ($. 10} per capita for all population served of dues paying w~wher 
counties and incorporated IT'Unicipalities . The minimum amount of annual 
State financial assistance for which a C00111ission shall apply shall be 

Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00). 

(d} A Conmission to qualify for State financial assistance 
must have an amount of funds available annually from sources other than 
federal or state governments equal to or greater than one-half of ~he St?te 

financial assistance amount for which the Coollrission applies. 

{e) In order to be eligible for State financial assistance, 
a Colmrlssion shall comply with the regulations of the agency responsible 
for administering this Act and shall: 

r 



(1) Off~, r:iembFr~h ip in the Corrrnission to all general purpose 
governments (counties and in:orporated municipalities) included in the State 
planning Region or subr~gi on; 

(2) Be composed of two or more general purpose governments 
having a combined population equal to not less than sixty percent (601) of 
the total population of the State Planning Region or subregion, and for 
purposes of this Act the population of the county shall be the population 
outside any dues paying member incorporated municipality; 

(3) Encompass a geographical area that is economically and 
geographically interrelated and which forms a logical planning area or 
region and includes at least one full county; 

(4) Be engaged in a comprehensive development planning 
process. 

INTERSTATE COti·lISSIONS 

Sec. 7. With advance approval of the Governor, a CoIT111ission including 
a region or area which is contiguous to an area lying in another state may 
join with any similar corm1ission or planning agency in such areas to form 
an interstate Regional Planning Corrrnission or may permit the Comnission in 
the contiguous area to participate in the planning functions of a Cormiission 
formed pursuant to this Act, and the funds provided under the provisions of 
Section 6 of this Act may be comningled with the funds provided by the state 
governments having jurisdiction over the contiguous areas. 

INTERNATIONAL AREAS 

Sec . 8. With advance approval of the Governor, a Corrrnission in a 
region or area contiguous to areas in the Republic of Mexico may expend the 
funds available under the provisions of Section 6 of this Act in cooperation 
with agencies of the Republic of Mexico or its constituent states or local 
governments for planning studies encompassing areas lyin9 both in this state 
and in contiguous territory of the Republic of Mexico. 

DISSOLUTION 

Sec. 9. Unless it has been agreed to the contrary, any participating 
governmental unit may, by a majority vote of its membership qualified in 
serving, withdraw from its participation in any Regional Planning Corrmission. 
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The preparation of this report was financed in 
part through funds provided by the member govern
ments of the Coastal Bend Regional Planning 
Corrrnission, a State Planning Assistance Grant 
from the Office of the Governor, State of Texas. 
and a comprehensive planning grant from the United 
States Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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